Kenneth Jernigan Leadership-In-Service Candidate Application Form
Please keep in mind that this is a unique and intense leadership training opportunity specifically tailored for blind people who aspire to become leaders within the organized blind movement. Interested individuals should meet the following criteria:
Be a current active member of the National Federation of the Blind.
Have a fundamental understanding of the National Federation of the Blind (this program is not an introductory course of study).
· Have attended at least one NFB National Convention.
· Have attended one or more state affiliate conventions.
· Ideally serve, or have served, in an elected position in a chapter, affiliate, or division (or have demonstrated experience leading Federation committees or other appointed positions). 
· Commit to participate in three in-person sessions (travel and lodging provided).
· Commitment to participate in nine monthly virtual sessions (computer and internet access required).
· Complete assignments between sessions and provide feedback through surveys.
Prior to completing this application, interested individuals should take the initiative to contact and secure the support of two NFB affiliate presidents who agree to serve as sponsor/mentor for the program, providing them with a written essay explaining the merits of your participation and your leadership goals. Affiliate presidents are only allowed to sponsor two candidates. Affiliate president contact information can be found on our state affiliate webpage.
The application deadline is Sunday, May 31, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time.
Note: All fields with an asterisk (*) are required.

Contact Information 
First Name * [Text field]
Last Name * [Text field]
Email Address * [Text field]
Phone Number * [Text field]
What is your reading medium? Please check all that apply. [Checkboxes]
· Electronic/Digital
· Braille
· Large Print
Are you a current member in good standing of the National Federation of the Blind? * [Select]
· Yes
· No
State affiliate where you are a member * [Select]
· States
National division memberships if applicable. [Text field]

Federation Leadership Essay
Please share a description about your interest in this program, explaining the merits of your participation and your leadership goals. * [Text area]
Provide the state of the affiliate presidents that have agreed to serve as your mentors throughout the program:
State One * [Select]
State Two *[Select]

Demographic Questions 
The following data is used to help ensure that selected candidates adequately represent a cross section of the organization. You are not required to complete some of the questions in this section but please know that providing this data is very useful to fulfill our commitment to diversity within our movement. Thank you for choosing to participate in this section of the interest form.
Birth Date: * [Text field]
What is your highest educational level? * [Select]
· High school or GED
· Associate degree
· Bachelor’s degree
· Master’s degree
· PhD, JD, MD, etc. 
Which of the following best describes your employment status? * [Select]
· Student
· Employed
· Seeking employment
· Retired/seeking work
· Retired/not seeking work
· None of the above
What is your gender? [Select]
· Woman
· Man
· Nonbinary
· Prefer not to answer
· Gender not listed (please specify)
What is your race/ethnicity? [Checkboxes]
· Asian/Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
· American Indian/Alaska Native/Indigenous American
· African American/African/Black
· White/European
· Prefer not to answer
· Race/Ethnicity Not Listed (please specify)
What is your primary language? [Select]
· English
· Spanish
· Not listed (please specify)
Please select all that apply to your identity regarding disabilities. [Checkboxes]
· Blind
· Deafblind
· Neurodivergent/Autistic
· Wheelchair/Mobility Aides User
· Disability/Medical Condition not listed (please specify)

Interest and Eligibility Confirmation
Please confirm your interest in applying for the program.
I am declaring my interest for the Kenneth Jernigan Leadership-In-Service program. * [Checkbox]
 I understand I need to have two affiliate presidents submit support for me. * [Checkbox]
I have read the expectations, understand the details of the program, and commit to full participation in all activities if chosen. * [Checkbox]
